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Prioriy 

Read Luke 12:16-21 

 Every leader lives under the 

influence of the Law of Limited 

Resources.  Time, in particular, is 

one of those precious commodities.  

The time invested in any project is 

taken away from some other place 

in life.  The energy invested in one 

job won’t be there for another one.  

No leader will ever lack things to 

occupy his or her time and energy.  

Because that’s the case, every 

leader must answer an important 

question: “Where should I invest my 

time and energy?”  Or to put it 

differently, “What should be my 

priorities?” 

 Jesus told the story of a man 

whose main priority was himself and 

his possessions.  In telling this 

story Jesus not only warned against 

the danger of greed, but also point-

ed out the futility of priorities that 

are not in line with God’s will. 

 The man in the parable had clear 

priorities.  First, he wanted to 

accumulate wealth.  Second, he 

wanted to use his wealth to secure 

his own future.  Now, any retire-

ment investment consultant will tell 

you that saving for the future is a 

good—even necessary—pursuit.  But 

the rich fool, as he is called in this 

parable, started with the wrong 

motives and unfortunately failed to 

achieve either priority.  He died 

before he could either expand his 

business or enjoy retirement.  

Jesus applied this parable to any-

body whose priorities reveal a heart 

absorbed with self instead of God. 

 Ultimately, our purpose for living 

should be to bring recognition 

(honor and glory) to God rather 

than to bring pleasure to ourselves 

(see 1 Corinthians 10:31).  With that 

purpose in mind we can set our 

priorities by discovering what will 

bring the greatest recognition to 

God.  If we do that, unlike the fool 

in the parable, we’ll be rich in God’s 

eyes. 

 What are your top five priori-

ties?  Are you struggling with self-

ish ambition and greed?  How has 

that struggle affected your priori-

ties?  How do you need to reshuffle 

your priorities so you can overcome 

these two destructive attitudes? 

 

Passage to memorize  

this week: 

 

—Jeremiah 29:13 

“You will seek me and find me when 
you seek me with all your heart.” 
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Charles Plumb was a US Navy jet 

pilot in Vietnam. After 75 combat 

missions, his plane was destroyed 

by a surface-to-air missile. Plumb 

ejected and parachuted into enemy 

hands. He was captured and spent 

6 years in a communist Vietnamese 

prison. He survived the ordeal and 

now lectures on lessons learned 

from that experience! 

One day, when Plumb and his wife 

were sitting in a restaurant, a man 

at another table came up and said, 

"You're Plumb! You flew jet fight-

ers in Vietnam from the aircraft 

carrier Kitty Hawk. You were shot 

down!" 

"How in the world did you know 

that?" asked Plumb. 

"I packed your parachute," the 

man replied. Plumb gasped in sur-

prise and gratitude. The man 

pumped his hand and said, "I guess 

it worked!" Plumb assured him, "It 

sure did. If your chute hadn't 

worked, I wouldn't be here today." 
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and covered by more than two thousand newspapers and countless 

local radio and television stations. 

Throughout the Campaign more than one hundred lines were creat-

ed and eighteen of those were chosen to run as ads in Fort 

Lauderdale.  Due to the 

campaigns great success, 

Charles Robb decided to 

include all of the over one 

hundred lines in a book 

conveniently titled, “God 

Speaks.”  Each week a new 

quote from the book will 

be included in this section. 

In 1998, an anonymous client gave the Smith Advertising Agency in 

Fort Lauderdale, Florida, $150,000 to create an advertising cam-

paign to reach people who used to be faithful to a religion but had 

drifted away.  The result was a humorous, thought-provoking, non-

denominational series 

of quotes from God, 

run on billboards.  The 

campaign called “God 

Speaks” began running 

in September 1998, 

and the billboards 

were scheduled to be 

up for three months. 

The campaign created 

such a positive re-

sponse that the Out-

door Advertising Association of America picked it as its public-

service campaign for the year and began running it in two hundred 

cities nation wide.  The billboards have been featured on the To-
day show, ABC World News Tonight with Peter Jennings, and CNN 

God Speaks 

Upcoming Events 

August 10— 

 $2 Tuesday @ Colorado 

 Canyon (4-6p.m.) 

 

August 11— 

 Mazzio’s Pizza 

 (after p.m. worship) 

 

August 15— 

 Devo (6:00-8:00) 

 

August 19-20— 

 BTSB-Buna Church of 

 Christ (5:00 p.m.) 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

August  20 10  
The weather at the Cape of Good Hope makes it a notorious location where many ships have been lost to the sea. Philip Wood, the famous 

diver, has discovered four ships that sank in the same spot, one on top of each other. 

With some skill, Philip was able to determine the name, captain, cargo, destination and year each ship was built. The question is, can you? 

1. During his first exploration of the site, Philip determined there were four ships - the Red Rover, the ship built in 1743, the ship cap-

tained by Quigley and the ship carrying tea that was bound for North America. 

 

2.The ship that carried a cargo of saffron was built after the ship that carried a cargo of tea. 

 

3. An entry in one ship's log found at the site indicated that the ship built in 1522 was carrying a valuable cargo of gold. 

 

4. One ship was carrying botanical specimens to France. Philip determined that this was not the Royal Bride. 
 

5. The Scarlet Queen, a pirate ship, was certainly built before the nineteenth century but not as early as the sixteenth. The captain of 

this ship was the famous rogue Clubfoot. 

 

6. The Wanderer was built after the Royal Bride. The Royal Bride's cargo was not tea and the Royal Bride was not travelling to the South 

Seas. 

 

7. Captain Bolton's ship was built before Clubfoot's and before The Royal Bride. 

fate of someone he didn't know. 

Now, Plumb asks his audience, "Who's packing 

your parachute?" Everyone has someone who 

provides what they need to make it through the 

day. He also points out that he needed many 

kinds of parachutes when his plane was shot 

down over enemy territory - he needed his phys-

ical parachute, his mental parachute, his emo-

tional parachute, and his spiritual parachute. He 

called on all these supports before reaching 

safety. 

Plumb couldn't sleep that night, thinking about 

that man. Plumb says, "I kept wondering what he 

had looked like in a Navy uniform: a white hat; a 

bib in the back; and bell-bottom trousers. I 

wonder how many times I might have seen him 

and not even said 'Good morning, how are you?' 

or anything because, you see, I was a fighter 

pilot and he was just a sailor." Plumb thought of 

the many hours the sailor had spent at a long 

wooden table in the bowels of the ship, carefully 

weaving the shrouds and folding the silks of 

each chute, holding in his hands each time the 

Sometimes in the daily challenges that life gives 

us, we miss what is really important. We may fail 

to say hello, please, or thank you, congratulate 

someone on something wonderful that has hap-

pened to them, give a compliment, or just do 

something nice for no reason. As you go through 

this week, this month, this year, recognize peo-

ple who pack your parachutes.  
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The Cape of Good Hope: Brain Teaser 

Chutes 

friend saved him. After the friend recov-

ered from the near drowning, he wrote on 

a stone: "TODAY MY BEST FRIEND 

SAVED MY LIFE." 

The friend who had slapped and saved his 

best friend asked him, "After I hurt you, 

you wrote in the sand and now, you write 

on a stone, why?" 

The other friend replied: "When someone 

hurts us, we should write it down 

in sand where winds of forgiveness can 

erase it away. But, when someone does 

something good for us, we must engrave it 

in stone where no wind can ever erase it." 

A story tells that two friends were walk-

ing through the desert. During some point 

of the journey they had an argument, and 

one friend slapped the other one in the 

face. The one who got slapped was hurt, 

but without saying anything, wrote in 

the sand: "TODAY MY BEST FRIEND 

SLAPPED ME IN THE FACE." 

They kept on walking until they found an 

oasis, where they decided to take a bath. 

The one, who had been slapped, got stuck 

in the mire and started drowning, but the 
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Sand and Stone 


